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Food for Inyos Seniors- Now, still another Issue... 

THE "QUANTITY" PROBLEM WAS LARGELY SOLVED IN A LOS ANGELES NEWS STORY; BUT EVEN AS THE 
TIMES' PRESSES STOPPED ROLLING A NEW PROBLEM CROPPED UP BACK IN LONE PINE: FOOD "QUALITY" 

T HE PROBLEM OP FINANCING ENOUGH FREE HOT MEALS for Inyo's elderly residents had been resolv¬ 
ed - dramatically. But even as the Tecopa food tickets controversy faded from the televis¬ 
ion screens, Mike Cosenza, the county sanatoriums director, faced another and perhaps grea¬ 
ter problem: renewed complaints of sanatorium patients who said they were hungry because they 
simply could not stomach the food provided^for them. 

It was not the first time 
that sanatorium food had come 
under fire, but it was the first 
time in memory that an aging pa¬ 
tient had found the nerve to sit 
down and fire off a letter to 
the board of supervisors, Cosen¬ 
za, and the press. (See FORUM 
page for content of the letter.) 


A few days before the let- 
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ter was mailed a patient had been transferred 
from the Southern Inyo Sanatorium to Southern 
Inyo Hospital. He complained that he was "star¬ 
ving" to death. And other patients at the Lone 
Pine "San" - those who had the strength - were 
setting up a howl about "inedible" and "cold" 
food. (As for the man taken to Southern Iryo 
hospital, there was a question, unresolved at 
week's end, as to whether he was "starving" be¬ 
cause of food quality, or because he had a di¬ 
gestive problem. The incident, hew ever, added 
fuel to an already smouldering situation.) 

As the letter was mailed. Patient Glenn 
0. Miller, its writer, backed up his writing 
with a telephone call placed from a telephone 
booth outside the sanatorium. "Just last Fri¬ 
day," he said, "they gave us some tiling they 
called 'beef Sti'oganaff'and it had a few pieces 

(See FOCD, Page 3) 


FOR DRUNKS , A NEW OPTION 

THE LEGISLATURE MAKES THE DRUNK 
DRIVER AN OFFER HE CAN'T REFUSE 

F ACED WITH THE SUSPENSION OF HIS DRIVING lic¬ 
ense, even the most incorrigible of Inyo*s 
drunken drivers can convincingly portray 
his need to drive to work, drive his kids to 
school or make a trip to the market. And rein¬ 
forcing his argument stands the fact that susp¬ 
ension qf his license probably won't keep him 
off the road anyway; even in a cow-county where 
he is known by all, he'll still get behind the 
wheel and drive until he's caught. 

In cognizance of these facts of the real- 
world the legislature has recently provided a 
soothing chaser for the stiff bite of its prev¬ 
ious license suspension law; the twice-convict¬ 
ed lush now has the option to participate for a 
year in an alcohol abuse program, the legisla¬ 
ture 's gratuitous alternative to taking his li¬ 
cense. 

On the highways especially) alcohol at its 
bloody worst has shown itself to be the nation's 
Number One Narcotics Problem. As a consequence, 
the legislation has drawn immediate response 
from the hard-liners who all along have demand¬ 
ed harsher hands on drunk drivers. In Inyo, the 
drinking problem that often goes un-noticed for 
long periods has a way of revealing itself in 
the wreckage of a crash somewhere along the arid 
stretches of Highway 395, and the officials who 
sort out the pieces are taking a wait-and-see 
attitude toward the new law. 

Justice Court Judge Don Chapman confides 
that he views the new alternative with a mix- 

(See DRUNKS, Page 6)' 


OUT OF STEP-AND IT’S GREAT 

WHILE CONSTRUCTION LAGS IN THE STATE, 
INYO DEVELOPMENT APPEARS TO BE HEALTHY 

H appily enough, inyo county is once again 

strangely out of step with the rest of 
• the state; and in one area of its econ¬ 
omy - housing - that's good news that foretells 
a strong 1978. 

"While construction, statewide, is down 
by a debilitating 17 %, or heading toward that 
figure, the local indicators show for Inyo a 
dramatic 20 % upsurge in housing. Inyo's minor 
"boom" is reflected in housing and construct¬ 
ion starts dating back to last July. 

Banking economists in the Southland went 
into a blue funk in recent weeks when the 1978 
forecasts, based on reliable statistical data, 
showed decreases in all areas, particularly in 
the critical one of single family units much 
needed tnere. "Why the drop? Building costs in¬ 
creased by a corresponding - and crippling - 
17 %, this shown over the past year. 

Although Inyo builders must also pay the 
higher rate, except for labor which is usually 
paid less here, they appear to be moving ahead, 
a fact reflected in the number of building per¬ 
mits (309) issued since July. Of that number, 
U5 provided for the construction of single 
family houses. Mobile home installations, al¬ 
terations or improvements to existing struct¬ 
ures, and commercial building construction ma¬ 
king up the remainder. (Typical of the latter 
categories: The Schat's Bakery outlet at Lone 
Pine.) 

Predictably, most of the construction ei¬ 
ther begun or planned is for the Bishop area. 
Construction observers think that completion 
of the Bishop sewer project has more than a 
little to do with the upsurge; before the send¬ 
er, potential homeowners took a wait-and-see 
view to find out what impact the sewer would 
have on building sites .available in the area 
covered by the sewer. 

Inyo's Director of Building and Safety, 
Randy Davis, said last week that there are "a 
lot" of unimproved sites in "West Bishop. H e 
said more people — most of them retirees — 
own lots in West Bishop and that they now want 
to build on them* 

And developers make up no small part of 
the potential market. Underway or on the draw¬ 
ing boards are projects by Wagner Development 
(23 lots), Gordon Holmes (72 lots), and the 
Dean Knight Developnent at Big Pine. 

With or without DWP's release of lands 

(Sea BUIIDING, Page 6) 





















»»»» AZOTES FROM B.K.«« 

NOBODY TULL VERIFY - OR DENY - 
persistent rumors that Jim Kel¬ 
ley may take Inyo County to the 
courts over the issue of his re¬ 
signation as the county's vet¬ 
erans service officer, Meanwhile, 

Kelley's on the new list of in¬ 
terviewees to fill the vacancy 
left by his resignation; he re¬ 
mains one of very few qualified 
to hold the position and his ap¬ 
plication left Inyo's official- I benett kessler | 
dom in a state of bemused wonder. There are a 
few in county government that would like to get 
Kelley back, but it is unlikely that veterans' 
organizations would allow it - not without an¬ 
other noisy battle, 

*■** V 

COUNTY GOVERNMENT remains one of Inyo's big in¬ 
dustries in that its payroll and number of em¬ 
ployees are as large, or larger, than any oth¬ 
er single organization here. And in recent de¬ 
cades -what long had been a provincial govern¬ 
ment of petty politics and patronage is moving 
like it or not, into the 20th century. But a 
few at the top have yet to learn that the old 
system must give way to the new. Before it's 
all settled there may be a number of lawsuits 
over hiring - or filing - according to race, 
religion or sex. Taxpayers will be the big los¬ 
ers in the suits, just like they are already 
losers because a lot of genuine talent is pas¬ 
sed over in hiring, or lost by firing or res¬ 
ignation, From the top comes down always the 
unwritten, unstated message, and it is a clear 
one: Join our club, fit in, and don't show ve¬ 
ry much creativity in thought, lifestyle or ev¬ 
en religion. Know the "light" people, 

*** 

WHAT'S A "SANARIUM"? Well, a sanarium (as rep¬ 
orted here last week) is a sanatorium as spell¬ 
ed by an idiot at the typewriter. Newspeople 
at every level (even the newsletter level) are 
plagued always by typographical oversights no 
matter how hard they try to avoid them. We 'll 
not fire our makeup man - Maybe we 'll just sen¬ 
tence him to have lunch or dinner at the South¬ 
ern. Inyo Sanarium. 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Marilyn Uyehara who 
operates Bishop's Spellbinder Bookshop which 
she took over from Dorcas Bi rc him (another VPP) 
some time back. Books make great gifts. And 
reading sure beats television, 

INYO COUNTY was offered a three-or—four-minute 
8pot on a Channel 7 (The big one with about 
2f million viewers) interview covering the wa¬ 
ter issue story. Channel 7's assignments man 
Terry Crofoot practically begged for "a super¬ 
visor, an administrator - or some top official" 
to appear on three shows. The county needs, and 
certainly says its wants, down-south coverage. 
Everybody was too busy. 

•a** 

SO WHAT'S THE VALUE OF CHANNEL 7 TIME? In'est- 
imable. But commercial time on the news (in 
dollars and cents figures) sells at somewhere 
in the neighborhood of $1200 for 30 seconds. 

So Somebody must be watching, 

IK)RE THAN A FEW are claiming the John ("Eisen¬ 
hower is a pinko") Birch Society had more than 
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a little to do with the problems - and the 
firings - in Bishop's city clerk's office. 

Some of the top municipal officials up in Fun 
City are said to be taking their signals, ei¬ 
ther directly or indirectly, from prompters 
standing downstage Right, But try getting 
somebody to go on the record with THAT. 

•JBBfr 

THE RIGHT AND THE LEFT EXTREMISTS (with their 
Up and their Down egos) try so fervently to 
correct all the problems of society. In most 
cases they Are the problem, 

•SBBfr 

ADD VPPs: W. Paul Payne of Keeler. Friendly, 
open, even jovial - and the invective of his 
local column, which contains no lack of amus¬ 
ing metaphor, we might add, belies his other 
and more appealing nature, I imagine him, 
brows knitted, looming over a typewriter and 
furiously looking for choice sarcasms to cut 
the liberals dead. For all that he's a pleas¬ 
ant companion as we suffer through the inani¬ 
ties of each Tuesday's board session. 

■SHBfr 

SPEAKING OF THE BOARD, we learn that under a 
new "bare bones" budget, the board will Absol¬ 
utely Not Hire Anyone - unless, of course, the 
board says it's Absolutely Okay To Hire Some¬ 
one. 

AND SO WHAT ELSE IS NEW, FOLKS? 

AND HOW ABOUT A "BARE BONES" BUDGET? County of¬ 
ficials ufeing county cars to commute to work - 
from as far away as Bidiop - could start car 
pools or be required to drive their own cars. 
Dike the rest of us. And power and water us¬ 
ers, faced with increased rates, might be haj>- 
pier if DWP cut back on its overabundance of 
executive vehicles. 

-k-U u 

THE COUNTY IS C0ZYING-UP TO DWP - at least for 
now. With some delicate negotiations going on 
at the "attorney general's" meetings - at 
which DWP, the county, and DWR are trying to 
agree on a water study - nobody in Inyo wants 
to make any waves. Waves? Well, now that Los 
Angeles is publicly on record with its offic¬ 
ial declaration that the drought is "over," 
why not go back to court and end the ground- 
water pumping that the court allowed specific¬ 
ally because of the drought? At least one sup¬ 
ervisor, along with the district attorney, in¬ 
dicates that Inyo has not overlooked that poss¬ 
ibility, but everybody';? taking another diplo¬ 
matic wait-and-see position, 

LA HAS SO MUCH WATER — their own, ours and ev¬ 
erybody else's - that the DWP really doesn't 
know what to do with it all. For now, it's 
running off into the Pacific. But that doesn't 
stop the pumps in Owens Valley, 

AND THIS WELL HAS HUN DRY...May the news in 
your day be good news. . .every day. 


Sincerely, 
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FOOD, Continued 
of what looked like ground beef in some kind of 
mixture* And four other people (patients) said 
the stuff couldn’t be eaten, and independently 
from each other refused to eat it and eveiy one 
said the same thing: It looked like dog v - -. 

Miller's words were strong, but only a 
little stronger than those voiced by the in¬ 
mates of many California institutions. Instit¬ 
ution food, it seems, has long been of the 
grease-and-grav y, starch-and-carbohydrate, 
school of gastronomy. Such fare seldom offers 
any departure from its provenly mucous-forming 
and sometimes deadly monotony. (A federally- 
funded study at Ban Bernardino's P a tton Hospi¬ 
tal showed that the hospital's 'average' diet, 
not unlike the Inyo sanatoriums', was actually 
making Patton patients 'crazier,' and when it 
was changed to a 'fresh' diet with increased 
protein and lower carbohydrates, the change 
actually brought about 'cures' among a large 
number of patients. But the new diet was denied 
even though it was less costly, and a top psy¬ 
chiatrist resigned in anger.) 

In Inyo’s sanatorium kitchen at Big Pine, 
fresh fruits and vegetables are virtually non¬ 
existent. Tiller - and others before him - says 
that nearly all the food served is "processed" 
and overcooked, or "canned." 

"We have a salad maybe once a week," he 
said. "And one of the main problems is that all 
the food has an unhealthy and unwholesome look. 
The color, and any esthetic value, is lost." 

Tiller said that the sanatorium dietic¬ 
ian, advised that there had been increasing 
complaints, made a special trip to the Lone 
Pine facility to talk to the patients. Tiller 
said the dietician, Debbie Darbari, "refused 
to listen. All she would do is throw loaded 
questions at us. She won't change anything." 

Tiller's claim is denied by the dietic¬ 
ian, Darbari told a NEWS-LETTER reporter that 
she made no special trip to discuss the food 
situation, and she answered some of the char¬ 
ges made by Miller and others whose complaints 
preceded his, in this conversation: 

QUESTION: Do you have fresh fruits and 
vegetables for the patients? 

ANS7/ER: Some patients cannot chew it. 
There is some for those who can tolerate it: 
like Coleslaw, salad, carrot-raisin salad, 
bananas, oranges, apples. 

Q: How often do you serve fresh fruits 
and vegetables? 

A: Hot too often. But we do have salad 
almost every day. You know canned fruits and 
vegetables have the same nutritional value 
as fresh ones, but no fiber. 

Q: How about protein and carbohydrates? 
What kind of balance do you have there? 

A: What do you mean? I have a balance, 
as much as is required by the RDA. Of course, 
there are some specialized diets. 

Q: Haw often do you have meat? 

A: “What do you mean? We have meat every 
lunch and dinner. The nutritional value of my 
diets is adequate. 

Q: What about the recent complaints of 
the patients? 

A: We have had vehicle problems. The 
meals are transported and sometimes get cold. 
That's the only problem. 

Q: We understand that you made a special 


| trip to Lone Fine Sanatorium last week on a 

particular complaint. What was it? 

A: What do you mean? I always visit the 
patients. 

Q: Then you weren't there on a specific 
complaint? 

A: No. 

Whether canned fruits and vegetables ■ 
hold the nutritional value of their fresh 
counterparts is a long—debated issue in every 
school of nutrition. It is known, however, 
that food processors are not allowed to adver¬ 
tise such claims. It has-been found that cer¬ 
tain food preservatives, as found in most pro¬ 
cessed foods, are the specific cause of "hyp¬ 
eractive" problems in children. Most process¬ 
ed foods have been found to be mucous—forming. 

As for the complaint of cold food, a fact 
in no way denied either by Darbari or Cosenza, 
the sanatoriums department is working now to 
resolve the problem. Since the county acquired 
Southern Inyo Sanatorium (formerly Lasky's 
Convalescent Hospital), kitchen facilities 
for both sanatoriums have been centered at the 
sanatorium at Big Pine, thi's in hopes of red¬ 
ucing operational costs. The county then inst¬ 
ituted the so-called "Aladdin" system of 
food service - a system ty which food prepar¬ 
ed at Big Bine is trucked to Lone Fine in a 
heated vehicle. (Heated? For salads and fresh 
fruits?) 

Cosenza said "We're changing the whole 
program. We're looking at a 'bulk' system ver¬ 
sus the Aladdin system presently used. 

"In, the 'bulk' system, sealed contain¬ 
ers would go to the san and be warmed on steam 
tables./1 have the 'money and within 60 days 
we'll have the system turned around." 

And, explains Cosenza, there are other 
problems. "Many people unable to feed them¬ 
selves are-hand-fed. A lot of time is lost 
and food does get cold when it sits in the 
trays. The bulk idea would solve that. And 
by the time the staff gets ready to eat, their 
food is cold, too* The staff does have some 
legitimate complaints." 

Asked if he is capable of organizing the 
growing Inyo sanatorium operation, Cosenza 
said "We've been" saturated with developing ser¬ 
vices. Now tilings are starting to settle. It's 
like growing pains." 

How many people does the sanatorium arvi 
its food services deal -with? Says Cozensa: 
"Every senior citizen has a right to our ser¬ 
vices. There are 3200 Seniors. 

Patient Mi Her said that he - and oth¬ 
ers in the sanatorium - will go over their 
complaints at a meeting with Cosenza this 
week. Miller said that food quality, not just 
its temperature, will be the issue. 
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SANATORIUMS 
DIRECTOR COSENZA 
talks to reporters 
about the county's 
food programs. His 
department feeds 
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sanatorium patients, 
provides the "hot meals" 
Vfor the elderly, and 
feeds jail inmates. 
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MOTORIZED MEDICINE 

NEWS BRIEFS 


A NEW MOBILE CLINIC HAS ALREADY PROVEN 
ITS WORTH AFTER ONLY THREE WEEKS HERE 

I N A ROLLING-STOCK Y/ORLD WHEJE FOOD, INSURANCE 
books, Good Humor Bars, television news, au- 
• to parts, cosmetics, banking services, (and 
in Nevada and Alaska, prostitution), are all dis 
pensed from vans and trucks, it was sure to fob 
low that medicine would soon join the traffic. 
And so it has, here and elsewhere, with hundreds 
of mobile clinics moving across the countryside 
to provide medical services in distant places 
remote from hospitals and doctors. It all starr¬ 
ed with federally-funded health care programs 
whose open-handed largesse have provided motor 
homes (and in some cases trained staffs) for 
places like Inyo County where the population 
spread runs to bleak areas such as Death Valley, 
ELea3ed as punch and smiling like healthy 
children (their ultimate goal) are tho members 
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NURSES DOROTHY SUSMAN AND BARBARA ALBRIGHT 
In their examining room on wheels 

of Inyo’s now-mobile health department. A grant 
of $L0,000 has provided a converted motor home 
outfitted to order with examining room and all 
necessary equipment. 

In pre-mobile clinic days the county's 
health officer, Dr. Victor Hough, had been seen 
more than once treating patients from the hood 
of his car. The county's schools, it seems, had 
overlooked the need for examining rooms when 
construction plans were drawn up. in what they 
call the "29-foot Creature," county health nur¬ 
ses can make the rounds of county schools two 
days each week, carrying out Inyo's part of a 
statewide child health and disability program. 
Already, their efforts have resulted in giving 
dramatic help: discovery through examination of 
previously undetected cases of heart murmur, eye 
problems, spinal curvatures and other anatomi¬ 
cal abnormalities. "The parents were unaware," 
said Barbara Albright, Inyo's director of pub¬ 
lic health nursing, "Some parents don't, or 
won't, or can't take their children to a doct¬ 
or." , 

Now in its third week of operation, the 
29-foot Creature is scheduled to take part in | 
a further expansion of the county's health ser¬ 
vices • Still in the planning stages but soon 1 
to be initiated: a family planning clinic for 
the Death Valley area. 


SHOOTING DO',TO THE HUNTER. In the works is a 
state proposal to end the wide-ranging nomad- 
ici sm of California's hunters. Under the pro¬ 
posal hunters could no longer choose impuls¬ 
ively to hunt just anywhere. Permits would be 
written for "quota are’as" and for each indiv¬ 
idual, once the permit is issued, the rest of 
the state would be off-limits. Relieving the 
restrictive plan, somewhat, is the fact°that 
the quota number of deer in each zone is high 
enough, at least for now, to prevent anyone 
from being turned away. 

"I DON'T THINK ANYONE KNOWS WHAT TO DO," says 
Vern Koontz of California's Fish & Game Dep¬ 
artment as his department "solves" at least 
for 1978 the Tula Elk problem. (Inyo's "surp¬ 
lus" of 18 Elk are being moved to grazing land 
near Mojave.) As for the future, new problems 
are expected to arise annually. "Each reloca¬ 
tion area will soon have its own surplus," says 
K 0 ontz. "It can't go on indefinitely." 'That 
about shooting the surplus, allowing public 
hunts? "In my mind," says Kocntz, "That's the 
only logical approach." In that, he echoed the 
convictions of many others - except for Calif¬ 
ornia's politically-potent Committee to Save 
the Tule ELk. 

UNSOLVED: INYO'S COURT APffiALS SYSTEM. A 1977 
ruling by the State Judicial Council called 
the appointment of a three—judge panel to 
hear appeals. The judges: Inyo's Verne Summers, 
u ono's Harry Roberts, and Alpine County's Judge 
Cook. Since the appointments were made, hcrwev^- 
er, no appeals have been heard. Says a court 
spokesman: "It's nearly impossible to get the 
three judges together." 

AND SO JUSTICE WAITS. In Inyo County, a half 
dozen cases, give or take a few, await appeals 
hearings* In one of these, the Inyo district 
attorney is appealing a case involving the Pon- 
derosa Restaurant at Bishop. In that case the 
court had ruled that health inspectors entered 
the restaurant without a warrant. The D.A.'s 
argument: "the restaurant is a highly regulated 
business and the defendant has impliedly con¬ 
sented to inspection for the purpose of enfor¬ 
cing provisions of the health and safety code. 

No warrant is required." But that decision is 
one that will have to wait on Summers, Roberts 
and Cook. 

9m m*m 

NO WAIT THOUGH FOR SOME QTHER CASES. Two South¬ 
ern California men were arrested on drug char¬ 
ges after they were seen ; driving erratically 
near Big Pine on Highway 395. According to at 
east one witness they forced a driver off the 
highway. He was none other than a shaken - and 

probably angry - L.H. Gibbons, the district at¬ 
torney. 

IF THE SHERIFF TAKES ACTION QUICKLY, prisoners 
at Inyo s jail and their Sunday and Wednesday 
visitors can now stop shouting at each other, 
be problem: for six weeks (say complainants) 
an intercom telephone linking visitors with the 
prisoners on the other side of a glhss panel 
has been out of order. The sheriff, heaxun^ for 
the first time about the problem early /this 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 6) 
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The MEDIA 

INYO'S "PUBLICITY COUP OF THE YEAR" 

SOLVEU A PROBLEM, BUT CREATED OTHERS 

H ardly had this l.a. times late-edition press- 

es stopped running when a KNX Radio rep- 
• ortor was on the line to the governor’s 
office. It would have boon difficult to deter¬ 
mine whether KllX's Dianne Cummings wa3 after a 
otory or making a citizen complaint. Elderly 
and infirm people at Tecopa wore hungry, left 
out of the hot meals program because of state 
red tape - facta all duly noted in the TIMES 
atory 0 

The governor's office was quick to resp¬ 
ond. Talking to someone at the Department On 
Aging, a governor's aide demanded, "I don't 
care how you do it, but get them the money I" 
Tilth the gubernatorial command on record, reels 
and reels of red tape disintegrated as if by 
magic, and by mid-week Inyo's hot meals Direct¬ 
or lfi.ke Coeenza was assured that $33>000 in em¬ 
ergency funds was on the way* Mow the senior Te— 
copans would no longer have to fight over food 
tickets. 

Cosenza told local reporters he was a 
little nervous; still ahead loomed the duty of 
dealing with the television crews flying in to 
Tecopa. "My God," he said, wondering how to 
state his case, "I've got to deal with those 
people in the State and they're upset that I 
called the press in on them." 

And so he had, and in ways totally unex¬ 
pected. For the press (especially the liberal¬ 
leaning TIMES), a story about aging and infim 
people going hungry was no less than a super¬ 
scoop and one well calculated to start the 
cards and letters flowing into the Sacramento 
red tape mill. 

Cosenza had sown the wind and reaped the 
whirlwind. But he got what he wanted in what 
was probably the best publicity coup ever hand¬ 
led - (or mishandled, in that it almost got out 
of hand) - from a cow-country province. After 
the uproar, Cosenza got a call from the Depart¬ 
ment On Aging and he was told, in effect, "OK, 
Mike, you've got what you want, now call off 
the dogs•" 

Said Cosenzat "The media accomplished in 
21| hours what we’ve worked a year and a half 
for." By that, he meant his attempts to cut 
through the rod tape that caused an unequal dis¬ 
bursement of state funds in the food program, 
a distribution that left some counties (Inyo) 
short of money, and others with surpluses, and 
no way to even the spread* 

And the publicity was still not over. 
Channel 7's Teriy Crofoot was lining up air¬ 
planes to fly a news crew to Tecopa, but he 
backed down after the governor's office settled 
the issue. Not so with Channel 2's Jeff Wald. 
Assignments Editor Wald, lagging in the ratings, 
wanted "human interest" coverage and he dis¬ 
patched Patty Ecker. The effect was immediate; 
"It's cold here - 38 degrees," said Ecker into 
the microphone as a score or more of elderly 
people walked or hobbled before the camera to 
get in line for the food tickets. 

By week's end, Cosenza had had about all 
he wanted of "the media." Overdone coverage had 
threatened to damage his relations with the de¬ 
partment On Aging which had come up looking bad 
indeed. Cosenza didn't know how to be a hero. , 


For the hero, hcwever, the problems of 
county food in general were far from over. 

Even as the bigtown press called home its re¬ 
porters, Cosenza accumulated other trouble¬ 
some controversies that had been long—simmer¬ 
ing in his Big Pine kitchen. These, it seems, 
were not to be so easily settled. For that 
stoiy see NEWS-LETTER's first page, and the 
letter in FOR UM. _ 

AFTER A YEAR. THE CHANGES AT 
KIBS ARE MORE THAN COSMETIC 

For Bishop's short-range-but-heavy-im- 
pacting AM outlet, KIBS, a new broadcast for¬ 
mula initiated a year ago seems to be paying 
off. Since his arrival,Manager (some say part- 
owner) John Young has changed the station in 
look and sound. They call it Radio Ranch, but 
a ranch by any name would hardly survey so 
sweet (One night-time audience rating last Au¬ 
tumn showed a startling 93 tuned in at 1230 
on the local dial setting). 

Young hit town to rearrange practica Uy 
• everything, up to and including the wall-pan¬ 
eling, and the effort pays off in increased 
commercial scheduling. He dumped vhat little 
rock and pops the staticn was ailing and, sen¬ 
sitive to the wants of all those valley ears 
poking from beneath cowboy hats, turned KIBS 
into a "one-hunnerd percent" Country Station. ~ 

Having set the sound pattern, ho contin¬ 
ues, as money will allow, the cosmetic work; 
next on his list is landscaping the KIBS 
grounds located on a barren and not very att¬ 
ractive 'tract on Highway 395 south of Bishop. 
The New Look is already paying off in terns 
of drop-in visitors - the overnight camping 
tourists from nearby Schober Park. 

Of Inyo's three radio outlets which dom¬ 
inates the airways? It would be hard to say, 
since each covers widely-varying geographic 
areas - this added to the fact that one (KIOQ) 
is FM. Tbthin its limited range, however, the 
KIBS combination of country music ("Selected" 
Country Music, emphasizes a station spokesman) 
local news holds a lion's share of the au¬ 
dience within its limited range. For news, 
listeners get John Hemler who consistently 
holds a percentage of audience that has been 
loyal to him for years. 

What's ahead in the next year of KIBS 
operation? The building's renovation may prov¬ 
ide a key: "best utilization of available room" 
whether it applies to office space — or radio 
airspace. O nly "selected" Count ry need apply. 

FCC TRANSFERS KIOQ LICENSE 
TO NEW BACK-EAST OWNERSHIP 

The Federal Communications Commission 
last week approved finally and officially the 
sale of Bishop's KI0Q-FM, and last details of 
the deal will be closed "in the next five or 
six days," says Present Owner Roy Mayhugh. A 
new owner, Gary Crowder, got hung up in last 
week's blizzard somewhere back east but he'll 
be in town soon. Newsman Bob Wellman will as¬ 
sume some management responsibilities under 
Crowder who shares ownership with two behind- 
the-scenes investors in Rhode Island. Mayhugh 
said the new owners plan no big changes in ° 
KLOQ's news-pop music format. 

Mgyhugh and a partner are looking for a 
new radio investment in Southern California, 
Oregon "or maybe Hawaii." 
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NEf.TS BRIEFS, Continued 

week, said he'll clear it up right away. Until 
a few months ago, only a heavy mesh screen sep¬ 
arated prisoner from visitor. But narcotics be¬ 
gan turning up in the jail, and a glass partit¬ 
ion was installed - virtually soundproof. And is 
.the sheriff listening to conversations? Not al¬ 
ways, but under law it is legal to monitor or re¬ 
cord conversations between visitors (other than 
lawyers) and jail inmates. Says the sheriff, 
Floyd Barton* "Sometimes we do, but we usually 
don't have the manpower." 

CONGRESSMAN BILL KETCHUM WASTED NO TIME in tak¬ 
ing to task the President and his State of the 
Union Message. Says Ketchum in a press release 
issued at mid-week: "...strong evidence that the 
campaign promises which won him the Y/hite House 
will remain un-fulfilled." Ketchum, Inyo's right- 
leaning Republican defender of oil and business, 
says Carter "abandoned his major vow: to balance 
the budget by 1981." In that view, Ketchum is 
not alone. and others see the proposed tax cut 

as merely a paper gesture, viewed in the light 
of the large increases in the Social Security 
plan. Ketchum's forecast: more deficit spending, 
increased bureaucracy, poor management of gov- 

ernment at every level, and a stalemated en¬ 
ergy bill, the Republicans' Grim View from * 
Capitol Hill. 

SCORES OF INYOANS ARE REGISTERING for a new 

ROP semester. Classes get underway this week j 

in such widely diverse trades as welding and j 

business management. Also included: an Emer¬ 
gency Medical Technician course that may help | 
solve the county's need for more EMT's on j 

rescue and fire crews. 

•PUBLICITY GIVEN KING TUTANKHAHUN'S EXHIBIT 
prompted one Independence resident to wonder , 1 
aloud about an Inyo bus tour of the exhibit, 
and other L.A. points of interest "while we f 

are there." So far, no takers. Yfhy? No bus, 
no organizer. The Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art welcomes such tour groups, and cost 
is light compared to individual trips to the 

Big City. 

J'WE'RE GETTING A STEAL," said Supervisor Ri¬ 
chard McDonald commenting on the (?3-an-hour 
figure to be paid Artist Dorcas Birchim for 
a redesign'Of an Inyo County display case in 
the state capitol. The display case has lang¬ 
uished sadly outdated for a long time, a fact 
called to the supervisors' attentions by In- -1 
dependence Museum Director Charles irwin, | 

who recommended Birchim, a top professional, 
to do the job .•Who set the $3 figure? Birch¬ 
im herself^ She will present design ideas to 
the county s "promotion" committee before she | 

starts to work. 

DRUNKS, Continued 

ture of "skepticism and hope." And in that view 
is revealed once again something that "alcohol 
workers" have long known: tnat a drinker who re¬ 
fuses to admit to a problem is an unlikely can- 
| didate for reformation. 

Says Judge Chapman: "I'ra skeptical of 
putting people on an alcohol abuse program if 
they don't recognize they have a problem. If 
their only motive is to save their license, I'm 
not sure how much good it will do." 

Others are convinced - obviously - that 
it's a good idea. Among these ;is Ginger Willi¬ 
ams, director of the Deepest Valley Council on 
j Alcoholism. Williams recently, told the county 
board of supervisors that in counties where the 
program was tried as a pilot project, 30 # of 
the offenders stayed with the program, another 
30# dropped out, and 1*0# continued to drink but 
learned "to control it." To a trained statist¬ 
ician of alcohol matters Williams' figures 
might be unconvincing, but compared with the 
figures on the highways' bloody dramas, they 
emerge somewhat brighter, and prompt the "hope" 
expressed by Judge Chapman. 

The judge says he "has heard reports" 
of 90# success, and of "abstinence for a year." 
n e added that "I hope we 'll experience it. I'd 
be happy with a 60-70# success." 

Most of Inyo's drunk drivers (They range 
as a class from the country club "sport" to the 
staggering gutter drunk.) are chronic drinkers 
who at least twice have been hailed into court. 
Standing remorsefully or belligerently before 
j Chapman each week are two or three of these. 

They are indeed sorry about the possible loss 
of their license, though seldom sorry enough to 
stay out of the cars and pickups to which 
they often return upon leaving the courtroom. 
Some of them, having experienced the trauma 
of a court hearing, "need a drink" and so 
drive to the nearest bar. 

Chapman said that over the new legisla¬ 
tes DRUNKS, Back Pape) 

BUILDING, Continued 

to private ownership, there remains in Inyo 
County room for growth. In the Southern part 
of the state urban sprawl has devoured much 
of the desirable land area and that fact has j 

contributed to negative cost factors; lack of 
space is also a cause of what Davis calls 
"progressively more restrictive governmental 
regulations on new developments." In that, In¬ 
yo County itself is far from innocent, but 

Mavis says,zoning and "regulations"are not any 
great deterrent to expansion here. 

Land Daveloper Dick Wagner says the Bi¬ 
shop area is "stable," in that, for housing 
at least, there are neither "slow times or 
busy times." Wagner notes that in urban areasj 
as compared with Inyo's largely suburban situ¬ 
ation, "people are affected quicker by econo¬ 
mic changes." One of Wagner's developments, a 
ii3-lot complex, has waxted for the sewer pro¬ 
ject. 

Wagner is one who claims DWP "controls" -1 
a great deal of Inyo's construction potential. 1 
"There's just no more private land to be ere- \ 
ated," he said. "I'll be working on 21 acres, 
and in the past I've built Lazy A and Grand- t 
view Estates. There's just no land to reolace 
it.", 

Wagner said construction and land pric¬ 
es are "going up." Another cost factor is the 
increasing governmental restriction on sub¬ 
dividers. Wagner also sees the other cost 
trend evident in Inyo: Materials are increas- 
ingly costly, but "labor" costs remain stable. 
"Unions," he said, "are not so strong." 

So what's the message? It seems/to be j 

a simple one: Build new before prices go up, 
and while there is any land left at all. 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to publ 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time 
not exceed 200 words and those with viewpoints concisely stated 


1C 
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ly. Letters should 

are most likely to be published. Address your statement to Box 531, Independence. 


THE POLITICAL EXPERIENCE: 

A PROPOSAL FOR YOUTH 

To the'NEWS-LETTER- 

My idea is about having a junior school 
board, city council, planning commission and 
board of supervisors. This way the young people 
in Inyo County could get involved in local gov¬ 
ernment. 

They should be elected by the students 
and not appointed by the teachers. They would 
serve one semester and get credits (as they 
would) in any other course. It would consist of 
two seniors, one junior, one sophomore, and one 
freshman. This way the youth of the community 
would get first hand knowledge of what goes on 
in government at the local level. Also it would 
benefit them in their adult life. Most of us 
are not aware of what is going on with the var¬ 
ious boards and choose to stay away because of 
ignorance. 

If you feel there would be a possibility 
of this program going into effect, please con¬ 
tact me with any questions you may have. 

- Frank M. Carr 

. * 325 May Street 

Bishop 

(Editors' notet NEWS-LETTER finds merit in 
Mr. Carr's suggestion. In view of the grow¬ 
ing complexity of government and the criti¬ 
cal interworkings of agencies, there exists 
critical need for public information about 
how government works and how it sometimes 
fails to. Persons or groups interested in 
Mr. Carr's proposal should contact him at 
873-U192. Meanwhile, NEWS-LETTER suggests 
that Mr. Carr himself contact the various 
boards with a proposal that they "adopt" 
a junior board to y/atch their activities,H 
Hopefully, the youngsters might focus not 
so much on what the boards merely Do, but 
rather on their motives for doing it.) 

SANATORIUM FOOD COLD, INEDIBLE; 

A PATIENT'S COMPLAINT FOR THE RECORD 
Dear Sir - 

I*m writing to you concerning the food at 
Southern Inyo County Sanatorium. It is almost 
inedible most of the time. I have found through 
observation and subtle inquiry that there is a 
50-60$ waste factor. The food is almost cold 
when it anives and this doesn't add to the fla¬ 
vor or edibility in the least. It is evident to 
me that this situation could be changed by im¬ 
proved food selection, combination and prepara¬ 
tion. The heating situation might be remedied 
by installing a microwave oven at the facility. 

- Glenn 0. Miller 
Lone Pine , 

(Editors' notej NEWS-LETTER is not unaware 
of the food situation at Inyo's sanatoriums, 
a situation to which Director Mike Cosenza' 
readily admits (See story, this issue). Mr. 
Miller's letter is a copy of a letter also 
sent to Cosenza and the supervisors.) 


THE SCOUTING PROGRAM; 

SEEKING PUBLIC SUPPORT 
To Scout Parents 1 

Your child's Scouting experience is back¬ 
ed up by hundreds of hours of volunteer time, 
and the vast resources of a national organiz¬ 
ation which helps train leaders and bring 
Scouting to your boy or girl. 

The cost of maintaining the Scouting 
program for your Cub, Scout or Explorer is $35 
annually. This is over and above what you see 
being used in your Pack, Troop or Post. Of this 
annual cost, $12 comes from United Way, AID and 
other funding organizations. The remaining $23 
must come from Scouting parents and other fri¬ 
ends of Scouting who feel the program is im¬ 
portant to the community* 

"How much should I give?" A sustaining 
membership, which is the cost of bringing one 
boy or girl for a year, is $35. However, many 
people cannot afford a full membership so they 
give their deductible gift to the best of their 
ability. Others are able to do far more and 
choose to become Century Club members, ($100) 
or Leadership Members ($250). Some become Gu¬ 
ardians of Scouting, which is a donation of 
$1000 or more. 

Whatever you are able to contribute 
will assure a greater service to your child 
in Scouting for the coming year. Your local 
council serves over 7,000 youths and leaders, 
and the annual budget to carry out this serv¬ 
ice is over $250,000. Your help in our Early 
Bird effort by sending your check or filling 
out the enclosed pledge card certainly will be 
appreciated. This helps to save the time of a 
volunteer Scouter during February or March by 
eliminating a personal call. The quality of 
Scouting our youth will receive depends on the 
amount of support parents and friends provide. 
Vfe invite you to be "Early Birds." 

- E.F. "Bud" Reid 
Council Treasurer 

(Notet As Mr. Reid points out, it is not 
necessary to have a son or daughter in the 
Scouting program to help support it. Dona¬ 
tions may be forwarded to Boy Scouts of Am¬ 
erica, Southern Area Council, 21*17 M. St., 
Bakersfield, Cal. 93301. NE.vS-LETTER urges 
support of the Scouting program, particular¬ 
ly in Inyo County whioh is limited in its 
activities for youth.) 
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DRUNKS, Continued 

tion he would prefer "a closed alcohol prog¬ 
ram, one in which the participants are in ef¬ 
fect in custody and closely watched." 

Although the drunks may not under the 
new law be under the close scrutiny Chapman 
would like, they are not without controls. 

Once convicted, the offender is offered the 
choice of surrendering his license, or enter¬ 
ing the alcohol program at his own expense, 
this to be measured by his ability to pay 0 
*ew, it is imagined, will have trouble decid¬ 
ing; the state has made them an offer they 
can't refuse. , 

But it is expected that in fact some of 
them will refuse, at least in the de facto 
sense. They may "play the game" perhaps - but’ 
will their bottle compulsion be in fact less¬ 
ened? There is a lot of doubt. 

In Inyo County, the "third-timer" goes 
to jail - goes Directly To Jail in the game 
of drive-drink-court game. "Something's very 
wrong," says Chapman of those sodden losers, 
"and I have to get them off the street. The 
only way to assure that is to put them in 
jail." 

Chapman was asked to define the "cause" 
of the problem here. "It is difficult to say. 
They're impulsive drunks■ They're picked up 
again and again. Psychological factors are inr* 
volved. 

"Another thing in the county is that 
recreation opportunities are limited, for 
night life. Some people are bored and have no 
place to go. So they go to a bar and they 
drink. They get dependent on it* When it's 


time to go home, they have to drive." 

Unsurprisingly, most of Inyo's drunks 
are men. Judge Chapman said only three women 
have appeared before him on second offense 
charges, ^e estimates that about of the 
offenders come from the Indian community, an 
estimate out of perspective with the minority 
Indian population figures, and one indicative 
of a larger problem in .that sector. (In def¬ 
ense, Indian leaders claim that peace offic¬ 
ers are more inclined to arrest a drunken In¬ 
dian, and that some officers will 'help a 
white man, especially a J respectable' citiz¬ 
en, to go home instead of taking him to the 
jail.' If Indian claims are true, then the 
'• 50 #' figure might be the result.) 

Most offenders are under I 4 .O years old. 

In that it might be parenthetically noted 
that there are a few who are able, after all, 
to learn from experience. 

Inyo's offenders get off lightly in 
that very few are held responsible for the da¬ 
mages they do. But harm to another person is 
another matter. In the latter cases, the off¬ 
ender goes to superior court. In that, Chap¬ 
man expressed the hope that the problem can 
somehow be stopped "at the justice court lev¬ 
el, and he's all for the rvsw law if it can ac¬ 
complish that end. 

Finally, the officialdom of the state 
and the county once more arrive face-to-face 
with a long-known fact: Neither leniency nor 
stringency of law can affect morality. But 
very often, legislation can "control," and 
that apparently is the aim of the new law. At 
least it allows the offender to take part in 
his own rehabilitation. 
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